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Overview



MPG: mobile performance group

• Founded in 2004 by Matt Roberts
• New media collective
• Enabling technologies

– Performance & laptops
– Collection & digital formats

• Emphasis on non-traditional venues
– Public spaces
– Uninitiated audience



Guiding aesthetics

• Psychogeography
– Explore location, collect sounds & images
– Use as material for performance

• Mobile presentation
– Autos, bikes, shopping carts, batteries

• Co-opting technologies
– Networks, controllers, cell phones, etc.



Learning opportunities

• Practical application of techniques
• Working in collaborative setting
• Professional presentation of work



Phase 1: Collection









Learning outcomes

• Managing field recording equipment
• Imagining/evaluating potential objects
• Interacting with the public



Phase 2: Organization











Learning outcomes

• Streamlining editing procedures
• Abstracting sound from physical objects
• Developing meaningful descriptors



Phase 3: Presentation
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Learning outcomes

• Collective improv sensibilities
– Listening/viewing & responding
– Rapid decision making

• Testing/improving instrument design
• Interacting with the public



Phase 0: Instrument Design
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Learning Outcomes

• Managing design cycle (idea > perform)
• Adapting to prescribed protocol
• Application of synthesis / processing
• Designing expressive capabilities
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